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ALL THINGS CONSIDERED
(continued from page 10)

Expo and the National Dealer
Symposium will be held December 4
through 7 at Chicago’s McCormick
Place West. For entry forms and more
information, visit dealernews.com.

BARBER LARGEST
MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM
The Barber Vintage Motorsports
Museum has been named World’s
Largest Motorcycle Museum by
Guinness World Records. The
144,000-square-foot,
five-story
museum is home to nearly 1400
motorcycles, of which about 700 are
on exhibit. The museum opened in its
current location at the 830-acre
Barber Motorsports Park in 2003.
George Barber, Alabama native and
third-generation owner of Barber
Dairies, began collecting motorcycles
24 years ago. The museum is a not
for profit foundation and is considered
the largest philanthropic project taken
on by an individual in the history of
Alabama.
“It’s great to be recognized by
Guinness as the world’s largest
motorcycle museum because it puts
Alabama on the map in an interesting
and unique way,” said Barber. The
destination, often referred to as the

“Augusta of Motorsports,” has brought
in over $1.17 billion to Alabama during
the past decade. Barber says he
hopes the Guinness recognition will
help the museum continue to add
value by driving additional tourism to
the state. “The museum provides a
wonderful experience for visitors. It
draws people to Alabama. We’re
proud to have earned the recognition.”

$65,000 DUCATI
The
first
$65,000
Ducati
Superleggera
purchased
in
Washington state arrives in Bellevue
early this month. Ducati is building just
500 2014 Superleggera 1199SL
motorcycles. Meaning “super light” in
Italian, Superleggera refers to the
bike’s light weight of 365 pounds. A
world superbike-class motorcycle, it
has 205 horsepower and is street legal.
Of the 500 units produced for the
world, all were pre-ordered by October
2013. Ducati Bellevue sold the three
purchased in Washington state.
To allow people to see this rare
and extraordinary motorcycle in
person, the store will have an
unveiling on Friday, May 9. The party
will include an Art of the Ducati
Superbike presentation of 20 historic

Ducati superbikes from the past forty
years. Visit ducatibellevue.com.

DRIVER PRIVACY ACT
A proposed change in the
language of the Driver Privacy Act in
the U.S. Senate would expand the
bill’s scope to protect all information
recorded by event data recorders
installed on all motor vehicles,
including motorcycles, the AMA
reported. The substitute to the S.
1925 amendment was offered in
committee and deals with information
collected by event data recorders,
sometimes referred to as “black
boxes.” While the government does
not require the installation of event
data recorders on motorcycles, some
current models are equipped with the
devices.
“The AMA supports the Klobuchar
amendment and believes that all
information collected by event data
recorders belongs to the owner of the
vehicle or the person leasing the
vehicle,” said Wayne Allard, AMA vice
president of government relations.
“Access to that data should come only
at the discretion of the vehicle owner
or lessee.”
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As originally introduced, S. 1925
would have granted privacy protection
only for data the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration requires
to be collected—passenger cars,
multipurpose passenger vehicles,
trucks and buses, which must be
equipped with event data recorders.
The substitute amendment extends
privacy protection for data collected
by devices installed on all motor
vehicles, including motorcycles.
A more sweeping bill, H.R. 2414,
was introduced in June 2013 in the
U.S. House of Representatives. That
bill states that “any data recorded on
any event data recorder in an
automobile or motorcycle shall be
considered the property of the owner
of the automobile or motorcycle.”
Under the House bill, no one but the
owner could access the data without
the permission of the owner or a court
order.
H.R. 2414 is being considered by
the House Subcommittee on Crime,
Terrorism, Homeland Security, and
Investigations. S. 1925 is being
considered by the Senate Committee
on
Commerce,
Science,
and
Transportation.

Dave Bucher looks back at some little gems of experience
from his 45 years of riding and writing.

Shuttle Launch

March 1989 saw me headed to
Bike Week in Daytona to do a piece
for Rider magazine. But the most
amazing thing I witnessed that trip
wasn’t in the streets or bars of
Daytona, but from a small boat several miles out in the Atlantic.
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Allen Alvarez was a motorcycle
industry regular who was always
around. Everyone knew him. Always
looked prosperous. But I could never
quite figure out what he did. Anyway,
as Bike Week was closing down, I ran
into him at a last-night party and he
invited me to join him and some other
folks on his boat…he lived in the
area…to head out and watch a Shuttle
launch.
I’m not sure how I made it out of
bed at 4 a.m., nor how I groped my
way through the dark to find his place.
But I did and we got into the boat and
underway just as the first glint of daylight was appearing. It was a peaceful ride down the river and, as the sun burst
out, we had reached the briny blue…and were soon out of sight of land.

After about an hour of motoring, Captain Alvarez turned off the engines and
we began our vigil. There was nothing but ocean in any direction, but he assured
us that the launch site was just over the horizon and we were as close as
allowed. Bobbing and waiting. Waiting and bobbing. Apparently there had been
some delay. But at almost 10 a.m. there was a tremendous billowing of white
smoke on the horizon as Discovery lifted off. The plume hadn’t gotten too high
when the roar, traveling unimpeded across the water, hit us. Roar. It was more
like a shock wave. And it continued for some time as 37 million horsepower gathered together to break gravity’s bounds.

It was a sight, a sound, an experience I’ll never forget. Kind of put the whole
crazy Bike Week thing and the wonder of Rolling Thunder into perspective.

