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Our American Heritage or
Dave Bucher looks back at some little gems of experience
from his 45 years of riding and writing

A “Biter” Experience

Having been somehow sheltered
from the “Biker Lifestyle” aspect of
motorcycling during the earlier part of
my two-wheel experience, it was
somewhat of a shock when I was
assigned by Rider Magazine to cover
the August 1986 HOG Rally held in
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee.
I rode a borrowed Harley to the
event and did my journalistic best to
blend in, despite being the only person among the thousands present
who was dressed differently. I interviewed Vaughn Beals, the savior of
the brand, and followed the minions
about as they participated in the many
events—even a trip to Dollywood. It
was quite a feat of cultural accommodation on my part, but there was
one event from which I have never
quite recovered: The Weenie Biting
Contest.

Most who read this are probably
familiar with this rally field event, but
for those who aren’t, it consists of a
large gallows-type structure from
which is suspended a cord tied around an ultra long hot dog, or facsimile. The
rider runs his machine, as slowly as possible without dabbing, under this construction while the passenger, usually female, attempts to orally snare the target
and bite off the biggest chunk possible.
Positioning myself as close to the action as possible to get a good photo, I
found the first couple of passes to be amusing. Seems this wasn’t as easy as it
looked and the girls were pretty much being slapped in the face by the dog as
they made their way through. But then, along came “Sheila.”

I have no idea if that was her real name, but the thought of meeting up with
that woman in Hell has caused me to bypass many a subsequent temptation.
Sheila attacked that dog, standing up on the passenger footpegs and faultlessly
encircling everything but the knotted cord at the end. And then, in one fluid move,
she snapped it off, turned her head in my direction and contemptuously spat it
right at me. The severed cylinder hit the ground with a pathetic, emasculating duff
and rolled across the asphalt to a stop right at my feet. All I could do was stare at
it in total shock. Fellatio forever ruined.

By Ronda Addy
Upon mention of the National Park
Service, you might think of
Yellowstone or the Grand Canyon. In
reality, the service is responsible for
over 390 historical sites and parks
throughout the country. We’ll take a
look at some lesser-known sites.
Located in Richmond, Virginia,
the Maggie L. Walker National
Historic Site is the mansion of
Maggie Lena Walker, the fist woman
in the United States to charter and
serve as a president of a bank. The
museum also contains original pieces
from the Walker family.
Located in Springfield, Massachusetts, the Springfield Armory
National Historic Site is the country’s
first armory. Founded by George
Washington, it operated from 1794 to
1968. The museum is now home to

the second-largest firearms collection
in the world. Every Saturday, the
Evolution of Firearms program takes
place, along with a blank-firing demonstration of black powder firearms
made at the Armory. There is also a
one-hour tour of the second floor,
where visitors can see 6,000 experimental, one-of-a-kind prototype weapons, as well as a flintlock musket from
the Battle of Bunker Hill.
Located in Wilton, Connecticut,
the Weir Farm National Historic Site
is the home of J. Alden Weir, an
American impressionist and member
of the Cos Cob Art Colony. Visitors
may tour Weir’s studio and take a
walk on the hiking trail.
Located near Elverson, in our
Commonwealth,
the
Hopewell
Furnace National Historic Site is an
example of a 19th-century American
rural iron plantation. Founded in 1771,

the plantation consists of a blast furnace, an ironmaster’s house, a blacksmith’s shop, a company store and
the homes of several workers.
Operations were discontinued at the
plantation in 1883. It is surrounded by

Road Trip!

the French Creek State Park on three
sides and the State Game Lands on
the south.
Located in Philadelphia, the
Thaddeus Kosciuszko National
Memorial preserves 301 Pine Street.
Kosicuszko was one of the first foreign volunteers to come to the aid of

the Revolutionary Army, designing fortifications at West Point and Saratoga.
He lived at the boarding house from
1797 to 1798 and received visitors like
Thomas Jefferson and Chief Little
Turtle. At 0.02 acres, the memorial is
the smallest national park site in
America.
Located
near
Harrison,
Nebraska, the Agate Fossil Beds
National Monument contains a large
number of well-preserved Miocene
fossils dating back 20 million years.
Fossils include the ancestor of the
modern horse, a bear dog, a ponysized rhinoceros and a very small
camel. The Agate Springs Ranch,
originally owned by Captain James
Cook, houses over 500 artifacts from
his Plains Indian collection. The
monument’s main feature is the
Niobrara River valley, which is mostly
a grass-covered plain with plants like
the blue grama, little bluestem and
prairie sandreed. There is also an
artist-in-residence program that invites
Native American artists to display their
beadwork and hide paintings.
Located
near
Cimarron,
Colorado, the Denver and Rio
Grande Western Narrow Gauge
Trestle crosses the Cimarron River in
the Curecanti National Recreation
Area. Only a small part of the original
288-foot trestle remains, making it the
last remaining narrow gauge railroad
trestle along the Black Canyon of the
Gunnison route. Also on display are a
steam locomotive, a boxcar and a
caboose from the Denver and Rio
Grande Western Railroad.
Located near Aztec, New
Mexico, the Aztec Ruins National
Monument preserves Pueblo structures dating back to the 11th and 13th
centuries. One of the structures is the
West Ruin, which housed over 500
masonry rooms and still has portions
of the original roof timbers showing.
These historical sites don’t even
begin to hint at the array of places
associated with the National Park
Service. If you are looking for fun
places to visit that don’t offer standard
tourist fare, check out the National
Park Service’s site at .nps.gov.

